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The Lord is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 

       This year I am pleased to celebrate the commemoration of our Lord’s Paschal Mystery with many of you in church.  It seems like 

it was so long ago that we were together for these high holy days, but it was only two years ago.  I grieve with you who lost friends 

and members of your families because of the COVID-19 corona virus.  Further, I am grateful to Almighty God for the health of our 

parishioners, including the ones who have been participating in liturgies throughout the weeks since June to fulfill the Sunday 

obligation.   

       This time of the year is the greatest festival of the Catholic Church, and I am privileged to live this one in your midst again, and to 

celebrate with you in my midst.  This is also a good time to thank the people responsible for the art and environment in your church 

during Lent, Passiontide, Holy Week, and now Eastertide.  I also thank all who prepared for the festival of Easter by means of the 

sacrament of reconciliation.  Those who have been returning to church after having received the vaccinations against COVID-19 I also 

appreciate, because they are as cooperative with our safe distancing and personal protection as people who have been at Mass since 

last summer.  I thank Theresa and the cantors who assisted her and us in the singing these seasons when we have not had access to 

song books.  Thank you to Fred in the upkeep of the grounds, Lynn for the cleaning of the church, Bernadette and Judy for their work 

in the office preparing us for this great season, and Shannon for her influencing our children and families to come together to celebrate 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  I want to again recognize those ushers who have been constant in their work for you at the Masses.  

Above all, I believe many of us mat attribute our healthy experience of the liturgy in the past year to the people who sanitize the 

church following weekday as well as Sunday liturgies.   

In our Risen Lord Jesus and His Joyful Mother,  

Rev. Father Rolando Silva  

Parish Priest 

 

 

  



Jesus Christ Established Sunday as the New Normal of Worship for His Mystical Body at His Altar.  Get Used to this Normal. 

     This is a good time to urge those of you who have been vaccinated and are not sick to remember that Bishop Hurley encourages us 

to return to Mass now. Virtual participation at Mass over the radio, television, and the internet is just that: virtual rather than actual.  If 

we are not sick and in less relative danger of contracting the illness which occasions this public health emergency now than we had 

been a year ago, a spiritual communion is always inferior to the actual reception of the Eucharist during the Eucharistic Liturgy.  Let 

us hunger for the actual Eucharist and sincerely do our best to satisfy that hunger in the actual way.  A virtual death and resurrection 

unto everlasting life would not have been good enough for the Son of God.  Jesus did not teach “Whoever virtually eats my flesh and 

drinks my blood will virtually live forever” (John 6:56-57).  Furthermore, it would be of no real salvation to us if Jesus merely 

virtually allowed us into heaven while we lingered forever at heaven’s frontier.  Let us anticipate His actually admitting us to heaven 

by actually responding to His grace now while it is the day the Lord has made (Psalm 118:24), the age of His mercy, gathering at the 

altar of God (Psalm 42:4).   

     In our diocese, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass is what is provided in Church law ordinarily – the exceptions 

from the obligation are for those who are ill, who must be present to someone who is incapacitated, who work or who have no options 

for safe transport to church on days and times that the Lord’s Day Mass is offered in your parish.  What is not ordinarily provided 

under Church law is the temporary commutation of the Lord’s Day obligation to live participation in a Mass on any weekday before or 

after the Sunday we are not in church.  Most of us really are capable of joining each other for Sunday Holy Mass again.  Therefore, let 

us be honest with ourselves about whether we can join Holy Mass in person – and why we do not.  It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

for our sakes that we celebrate on the Lord’s Day in the New Creation, and Christ’s followers always gather together at its live 

celebration.  It was not a matter of convenience for our loving Savior to make this possible, nor should our celebration of His 

Eucharist be measured against the standard of our convenience.  We miss you, and hope to see you at Mass soon. 

      

      

 


