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           Friday IV in Lent 

                 

   27 March 2020 

 

Dearly Beloved of our Lord in His Agony: 

 

      Earlier this week, you may have seen on the website a promise from me that I would indicate to you the diocesan liturgical policy 

concerning Holy Week and Eastertide.  Please keep in mind that this information is subject to change from the chancery and the 

Michigan as well as United States conferences of Catholic bishops, as we in our Church join our fellow Americans in the fight against 

the COVID-19.  As Bishop Raica has been working valiantly in consultation with his parishes and some of his priests to guide us so 

we conform with charity and the demands of our role as witnesses of the Gospel in public, the guidelines he gave us earlier this 

week may be changed again over the weekend now beginning. 

 

     You may also have seen on media outlets that as of 23 June Bishop Raica will be installed as the Bishop of Birmingham in 

Alabama.  In the interim, he will serve as the Apostolic Administrator of our diocese.  Thereafter, another administrator will be 

appointed for the balance of the indefinite period before a new Bishop is appointed.  Please pray for Bishop Raica, the people of 

Birmingham, and the Holy Spirit’s influence over our Holy Father Francis in the selection of the sixth Bishop of Gaylord.    

   

      I am sorry for the added inconvenience of what you must endure during this public health emergency.  I cannot in good 

conscience and idle sedentary permit the distribution of palms to the endangerment of volunteers distributors or parishioner 

receivers in ways that violate current civil health and assembly standards.  Mass for Palm Sunday will be behind locked doors, or 

in secreto, only on Sunday, 5 April at 9:30.   

 

     In the Diocese of Gaylord, the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation for adults, normally taking place at the Easter Vigil, 

is postponed to the celebration of the Pentecost Vigil on Saturday, 30 May 2020.  Currently, the Bishop has not forbidden us to 

celebrate this Vigil at the parochially usual time of 4:30 in the afternoon. 

 

     So that you may spiritually participate in the liturgies of the Sacred Triduum, here are the times of their celebration in secreto.  

Good Friday, the first day of the Triduum, begins with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at six o’clock in the evening of 

Thursday, 9 April.  Good Friday ends with the Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord at three o’clock in the afternoon of 10 April.   

 

     Holy Saturday, 11 April is the second day of the Triduum, commemorating our loving Savior’s descent into hell from his tomb 

in the earth.  Thus, the Church provides no liturgy, and (merely) recommends fasting and abstinence from meat.  Please telephone the 

office no later than Wednesday, 8 April to make an appointment to have Easter food blessed on Saturday, 11 or Sunday, 12 

April or another day during the Octave of Easter. 

 

    Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord, 12 April begins with the Vigil on Saturday, 11 April at nine o’clock at night, 

continues through to the Mass during the Day on Sunday, 12 April at 9:30 in the morning, and through to the evening of Easter 

Sunday: the third day of the Sacred Paschal Triduum. 

 

    May God reward your patience and understanding of your parish and staff during our national strain. 

 

United with you in our Sacred Head and His Dolorous Mother,  

Rev. Father Rolando Silva  
Parish Priest 



      


